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 School Name Language Taught 

1 ACT Cambodian Language School Khmer 

2 ACT German Language School Inc German 

3 Ailsa Indonesian Community School Indonesian 

4 ANZ Maori Culture School of Dreams Maori 

5 At-Taqwa Academy Arabic 

6 Australian School of Contemporay Chinese Chinese 

7 Bangla Language and Cultural School Bangla 

8 Canberra Dutch School Dutch 

9 Canberra Finnish School Finnish 

10 Canberra Hebrew School Hebrew 

11 Canberra Hindi School Hindi 

12 Canberra Islamic School Arabic 

13 Canberra Japanese Supplementary School Japanese 

14 Canberra Khalsa Panjabi School Panjabi 

15 Canberra Korean School of Education Korean 

16 Canberra School of Sri Lankan Language and Dance Sinhala 

17 Canberra Tamil School Tamil 

18 Canberra Vietnamese School Vietnamese 

19 Chennai Tamil School Tamil 

20 CIC Community School Arabic 

21 Croatian Ethnic School in Canberra and Queanbeyan Croatian 

22 EAAS Chinese School Chinese 

23 FCCCI Chinese School Chinese 

24 Grace Chinese School Chinese 

25 Italian Language School Italian 

26 Kaw Lah Karen 

27 Learning Filipino Together Filipino 

28 Macedonian School 'St Kliment of Ohrid' Macedonian 

29 Middle East School Arabic 

30 Mon Language and Cultural School Mon 

31 Nepali Language School (Hamro Pathshala) Nepali 

32 Persian Language School Persian 

33 Polish Language School in Phillip Polish 

34 Samoan Language School Samoan 

35 Scandinavian School in Canberra, Swedish Section Swedish 

36 Serbian School Serbian 

37 Sinhala Language School of Canberra Sinhala 

38 St John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church School Russian 

39 St Nicholas Greek Language School Greek 

40 Te Rere O Te Tarakakao Maori 

41 Tongan Language School Tongan 

42 Vicente Aleixandre Spanish School Spanish 

mailto:actesa@iinet.net.au
http://www.actesa.org.au/
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I would like to congratulate the ACT Community Language schools on 

another successful year. The teachers of community language schools 

have again risen to the challenges of teaching in a community 

language school.  Teachers, last year have again been at the 

forefront of attending professional development training as seen by 

the increased numbers attending this year’s organised by 

Association and Department of  Education  & Training.   

2011 has also seen a slight increase in the number of community language schools 

opening in Canberra.  This shows that community language schools are meeting the 

needs of our society to teach language where it is needed. 

As you are aware, the ACT Community Language Schools Association has over a 

number of years, been lobbying all political parties for an increase in the Per Capita 

Grant funding.  Many members of Parliament supported the Association efforts in 

seeking this increase.  This increase helps our schools to provide their students and 

communities with higher quality services. 

Language is the key to unlocking cultural diversity in a globalising world.  Knowledge 

of a second, third or fourth language opens doors and adds an extra dimension to 

someone’s skills set which can make all the difference in a competitive jobs market. 

High quality language learning helps us to communicate and wok effectively with 

others, to build strong cultural roots, to understand and respect the cultures and 

languages of others, and to appreciate the richness and diversity of our cultural 

heritage. 

I would like to thank teachers, school communities, and families for supporting 

students in developing their languages. 

Javad Farrokh Mehr  

Presidents Message 

May 2012 

Javad Farrokh Mehr, President 
                 Photo by: Fuxin Li 

This newsletter has been produced with assistance from the ACT Government under the 
Community Language Schools Program 
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Canberra is unique among cities in Australia with its embrace of people from nations 

around the world. That tolerance is supported by research that shows that Canberra 

has the highest acceptance of other cultures of any city in Australia.  

Much of that tolerance can be attributed to the work that the ACT Community Language Schools 

Association  does through its community language programs that are taught through your more 

than 40 member schools with 1700 students learning different kinds of community languages. 

Languages are the most powerful instruments of preserving cultural heritage and language programs 

play a vital role in encouraging linguistic diversity.  These programs play an even more important role 

for younger members of the community who are in danger of losing some of this cultural identity. 

The Canberra Liberals understand the need for a language plan that considers all facets of languages 

in the ACT, including language education as a major part.  We must ensure that the benefits of 

bilingualism and the value of our linguistic diversity are well promoted throughout the community 

and not just referred to in policy and programs as a token gesture. 

On behalf of ACT Liberal Leader, Zed Seselja and the entire ACT Liberal team in the Legislative 

Assembly,  may I commend the work undertaken by the committee, schools, teachers in promoting the 

education of languages in our city and their dedication to the preservation of linguistic and cultural 

diversity. 

We congratulate the ACT Community Language Schools Association on reaching your 20th year of 

operation and wish you well for your future growth and support for the teaching of languages in our 

schools. 

Steve Doszpot, Shadow Minister for Education, Multicultural 

Affairs, Disability Sport and Recreation  

Photo: Fuxin Li 

20 years of protecting and promoting precious languages 

Ms Joy Burch, Minister for Multicultural Affairs 

Over the past two decades the ACT Community Language Schools Association has had a 
pivotal role in ensuring the protection and enhancement of the many languages and cultures 
spoken and embraced in our city. 

The ACT Government, and indeed the wider Canberra community, warmly congratulates 
your organisation on its 20th anniversary this month.  

What an accomplishment.  

During the past 20 years your members – and individuals associated with your organisation – have 
dedicated their lives to promoting understanding, diversity and mutual respect within our community.  

ACT Community Language Schools Association has truly become the one voice representing the 
many languages spoken in the territory. 

Your contribution has been immense when taking into account that ours is a gloriously dynamic 
multicultural city with people from over 200 countries who speak approximately 170 different languages.  

We celebrate and value our rich diversity. Since 2001, the ACT Government has proven its commitment 
to providing opportunities to support communities in maintaining their cultural heritage through initiatives 
such as the Community Languages Grants Program. 

Language is an important factor in ensuring culture and identity of individuals and community groups, 
while for the wider community learning a second language can have many other advantages as our 
global community becomes ever more interconnected. 

I commend the community leaders, teachers, volunteers and parents for the hard work and time they 
have and continue to contribute to their schools and your association. May the next 20 years be just as 
successful as the previous.  

http://www.actesa.org.au/?page_id=102
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Mary Porter AM MLA 

John Hargreaves MLA 

It is with pleasure that I congratulate the ACT CLSA (and in a previous incarnation – the ESA)  

on achieving the milestone of 20 years service to the community in Canberra. 

As we have observed in the past, language passed on from parent to child, with the proper structures and 

semantics provided by CLSA, is the language of the kitchen, the language of the heart. 

We communicate our experiences, our feelings, our high and lows, our loves and our dislikes through the 

language of the kitchen.  We make our living through the language of commerce but it is the language of the 

kitchen which defines us. 

Without the CLSA, the language of the kitchen for many of our multicultural communities, in particular the 

smaller ones, would disappear and be lost to our community forever.  That you have been the saviour of 

language in Canberra for 20 years is testament to the conviction and the commitment you, and your presidents 

and committees, have carried in all that time. 

On behalf of the community we call Canberra, thanks you so much for the richness and the colour you have 

preserved for us all to enjoy. 

Yours sincerely 

John Hargreaves BA, JP, MLA 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the ACT Community Language School  

Association for its 20th Anniversary celebrations later this year. 

I know the association has continued to grow from strength to strength, and this could only 

have been achieved through strong and prudent leadership that it has experienced over the 

years. This, as you know, is a milestone that the board, and all members, should be proud of. 

I thank you all for the hard work in achieving such positive outcomes for our multicultural 

community. 

The ACT Government recognizes that encouraging language diversity has the potential of 

increasing individual capacities to learning and understanding other cultures. As you can 

imagine, this capacities augment the Government’s social inclusion strategy, which is a 

critical element to achieving social harmony, particularly now as Australia is increasingly 

embracing multiculturalism. 

It therefore comes as no surprise that a recent survey, by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

(ABS), found that the ACT has the highest acceptance rate of other cultures of any State or 

Territory in Australia, and I must say that organisations such as the ACT Community 

Language School Association play a vital role in achieving this objective. 

I wish you well as you prepare for your regular events this year, including the Annual Dinner 

and the Community Languages Day, as well as in your funding negotiations. I look forward to 

our continued relationship as we move into the future, and particularly as we approach the 

Centenary of Canberra. 

Photo: Fuxin Li 



WHAT IS AFESA - COMMUNITY LANGUAGES 

AUSTRALIA? 

Community Languages Australia, also known as the 
Australian Federation of Ethnic Schools Associations, is an 
umbrella body designed to unite the ethnic/community 
language schools of Australia and the state-based bodies 
which serve as their administrators, consolidating them 
beneath a single, organizational banner, and in the process 
carrying out a number of crucial roles in the creation, 
maintenance, and profile of Australia’s 1400 community 
language schools. 

 

What are community language schools and how 

many languages are offered nationally? 

Community Languages Schools known as afterhours 
ethnic schools play and important role in the teaching of 
languages other than English (LOTE) to students, complementing the offerings of mainstream 
schools. Community Languages Schools are conducted by community organisations or individuals, 
outside regular school hours, and teach languages at the primary and/or secondary level for between 
two and five hours a week minimum. 

Community Language Schools maintain and develop the home languages and cultures of students 
from language backgrounds other than English and provide and authentic cultural context for the 
language being taught.  They work to sustain and develop the languages and cultures of Australian 
communities.  Many Community Language conduct classless in mainstream school premises through 
agreement with the school council.  They provide a focus for their communities and promote a sense 
of identity among Australians of all cultural backgrounds.  Community Language teaching in 
Community   Languages Schools is now very extensive throughout Australia, with approximately 1000 
schools and 4500 teachers teaching more than 69 languages to over 110,000 students nationally. 

The Australian Federation of Ethnic Schools Association (AFESA) 
council continues to hold regular meetings, which is important 
as it gives the opportunity for Association representatives to 
plan together and share experiences.  In these meeting the 

President ACT Community Language Schools Association gives 
both  a written and oral report to the all representative who 

attend in the meeting.  
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The role of the committee is an important one and without their tireless efforts the 

ACT Community Language  Schools Association would not be able to adequately 

support the schools.  The committee is responsible for securing funding and 

promoting the needs of our schools.  It also gives us the opportunity to celebrate 

the uniqueness of ethnic schools through both the Annual Dinner and Languages Day. 

From left to right:   Matelita Koloi, Jacqui Dillon (Admin),  Javad Mehr, Peter Pan, Santosh 
Gupta, Thangarajah Vadivelu,  Adrian Aruldanadam (supporter), Fuxin Li, Irene Santos, Loan 
Pham.  Absent: Maryam Salimabadi, Xiaoli Lin.                                                               Photo: Fuxin Li 
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In 2011 The Polish Language School in Phillip celebrated the 25th 
Anniversary of its work. The school was established in 1984 and 
started with classes for students on 22 March 1985 offering Polish 
language courses at primary and secondary school levels, with an 
adult program added later in 2003. When classes first commenced, 
there were 48 students and 4 teachers. Over the years the number 
of students has grown to 120 students and 8 teachers. Now we 
have 37 students, 26 adult students and 11 staff members. One of 
the school’s greatest achievements was accreditation granted by 
Board of Senior Secondary Studies to the Year 11 and 12 courses, 
Advanced Polish Tertiary, in 1986.  
 

With the highly appreciated commitment of our year 11/12 teachers 
we have been able to maintain the ongoing accreditation of this course meaning that any points 
gained from studying Polish can be counted towards the students ATAR (Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank). In 2011 five students graduated from our School.   
 

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary and students’ graduation at the traditional Andrzejki Ball. It was a 
great occasion to remember School’s achievements throughout the years and acknowledge the work 
of people whose ongoing efforts contributed to those achievements. 
 

At the end of the year we bid farewell to our Principal, Eva Roslan and the year 11/12 teacher Joanna 
Szczudlowska who was teaching in our School for 15 years. Both of them were awarded by the 
Council of Polish Organisations with Awards for their outstanding achievements for the Polish 
Community.  
 

We are very proud of our school achievements!   
For more information on the Polish Language School please visit our website:  
http://polishlanguageschoolcanberra.weebly.com  

25th Anniversary of the Polish Language School in Canberra 

Objectives of the Association 

The ACT Community Language Schools Association (ACTCLSA) is a non-profit organisation, 
providing a forum where Community Language Schools can come together to share experiences 
and information. 

Our main objectives are: 

To promote understanding and mutual respect 
among Ethnic Communities 

To promote the teaching of languages, history and 
culture of ethnic communities 

To co-ordinate and promote inter-ethnic school 
social and cultural activities 

To promote the concept of multicultural education 
and provide language programmes for all students with 
in the ACT 
 

Languages offered include: Arabic, Bangla, Cantonese, 
Chinese (Mandarin), Croatian, Dutch, Filipino, Finnish, 
Greek, German, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Karen, Khmer, Korean, Macedonian, Maori, 
Mon, Japanese, Persian, Polish, Punjabi, Russian, Samoan, Serbian, Sinhalese, Spanish, 
Swedish, Tamil, Tongan and Vietnamese. 

http://polishlanguageschoolcanberra.weebly.com


Don’t miss the next 

Annual Dinner 

 August 25 2012 at 

University House 

Annual Dinner 2010 

Drawing of the fundraising raffle 

Cutting the cake (L-R) —  Jeremy Hanson (Representative of the 
Opposition), Tasso Douvartzides (Chairman, AFESA) , Dr Mandy 
Scott, Joy Burch (Minister for Multicultural Affairs) and Javad Mehr 
(ACT CLSA President). 

Some of the ACT CLSA committee 

Event MC Adrian Arulanandam 

Another well attended Annual Dinner 

Dr Mandy Scott (ACT CLSA 
Education Advisor) 

MLAs John Hargreaves and Jeremy 
Hanson entertain the guests 

Annual Dinner Photos: by Fuxin Li 

Bollywood dancing  



Community 

Language 

Schools Day 

22October 

2011 

A wonderful 

way to 

showcase our 

amazing 

students and 

teachers 

We have celebrated the ACT Community 
Language Schools Day providing  member schools 
with the opportunity to share their experiences 
and achievements with each other and the wider 
community.  
  
The Schools have made a significant and ongoing 
contribution to multiculturalism in Canberra by 
nurturing the many different languages (mother 
tongues) spoken in the community, and in so 
doing maintained our diverse cultural heritage. 
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Celebration of International Mother Language Day 2012 
(Organised by Bangla Language and Cultural School, Canberra) 

Language is a way to communicate ideas comprehensibly from one person 
to another either spoken or written in such a way that the other will be 
able to act exactly accordingly. Mother language or native language is a 
language that a person never forgets, wherever that person may live. The 
disappearance of mother languages will be a severe blow to linguistic 
diversity, cognitive science and cultural studies. 
Language Movement Day or Language Revolution Day (Bhasha Andolon 
Dibosh), which is also referred to as Language Martyrs' Day or Martyrs' 

Day (Shohid Dibosh), is a national day of Bangladesh to commemorate 
protests and sacrifices to protect Bangla as a national language during 
Bengali Language Movement of 1952.   
     
In November 1999 the UNESCO has declared 21st February as The 

International Mother Language Day to be observed globally in recognition of the sacrifices of the Bangla 
language martyrs who laid their lives for establishing the rightful place of Bangla. Thus February 21 is more 
than a language movement for the people of Bangladesh. It is a great tribute and glowing homage paid by 
the international community to the language martyrs of Bangladesh. 
From now on, 21st February — so long observed in Bangladesh as the Bangla Language Martyrs' Day — will 
also be observed in nearly 200 countries of the world as the International Mother Language Day. They will 
naturally celebrate their own mother languages, but while doing so, it is more than likely that they will refer 
to Bangladesh and the Language Movement launched by her people that reached a climactic point on 21st 
February 1952. 

 
This year the school organised a day long program to celebrate International Mother Language Day in a 
befitting manner at Palmerston Primary school. While devotedly serving our own language, we shall 
respect the languages of all the peoples of the world make 21st February - The International Mother 
Language Day.  

Shaheed Minar, or the Martyr's monument, 
located at Dhaka University Campus, 

Bangladesh, commemorates the sacrifice for 
Bangla Language on 21 February 1952. 

Australian School of Contemporary Chinese  End of Year Celebrations 



In October 2010, the Learning Filipino Together (LFT) school was introduced 

as the latest addition to Canberra’s community of ethnic language schools. 
 

Back then, the school was operating for a few months with one multi-age 

class. For half of the class, especially those who were born and raised in 
Australia, it was their first real exposure to the concept of the Philippines as 

a country and Filipinos as a race and culture. The first year of the school 
saw the children developing a sense of cultural identity albeit within a bigger 

multicultural environment.  
 

As a multi-age class with students from pre-schoolers to Level 6, students 
learned together about greetings, numbers, colours, body parts, months of 

the year in Filipino, time, among others. Obviously, retention among the older 

students is higher than among those in the younger age bracket. The school 
acknowledged the challenges surrounding the composition of the class.  

 
As LFT turned one year old late last year and with the addition of another in 

the south of Canberra, the school has evolved to become more segregated 
in terms of its approach to teaching. The class in the north which has 

remained a multi-age class now breaks into two groups after the first half of 
the 1.5 hours of teaching. The older children, all of whom can read and 

write, are given specific tasks that require them to speak and write 

sentences while the younger ones get together separately to learn a song, 
or learn new words. Recently, they have been taking turns identifying things 

in Filipino using ‘Talk Now’, a computer based software.  
 

The other class in the south of Canberra, now operating in its second 
term, is attended by children from the Philippines adopted by Australian 

families. Most of these children can read and write and are therefore able 
to construct conversational sentences.  

 

As LFT strengthens its systems and approaches, one thing is certain– that learning continues to be a positive 
experience and fun for the students, where playing and interaction are integral to every learning episode. 
 

For more information, visit our website:  http://canberra-filipino.weebly.com/ 

Learning Filipino Together – Growing on its second year 
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Students from the Southside are learning 
about ‘pang-uri’ (adjectives) and 
sentence construction at the Erindale 
Community Centre.  Classes in the south 
are held on Sundays afternoons at 4.15 

The younger students at the northside are taking 
turns answering questions interactively using the 
computer software ‘Talk Now’.  Classes in the 
north are held at Palmerston Community Centre 
late mornings on Saturdays. 

Performing—Justice in the Court of Solomon 

Some of the winners of CIS Quran Poster Competition 

Canberra Islamic School had a very busy year in 2011.  

CIS Annual Iftar (breaking of 

the Fast), 27 August, 2011 

CIS excursion to Sydney took in 
the Sydney Aquarium, Darling 

Harbour and the Auburn 
Mosque. We finished off with a 
relaxed lunch at the Merrylands 

Central Gardens 

ACT Community Languages Schools Day 

http://canberra-filipino.weebly.com/
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The Persian Language School moved to the new location 

from this year.  The new location is in Canberra College 

Phillip and the school runs different classes on three 

separate class room.  Our students range from Kindergarten 

to high school level and adult.  The key learning area 

includes listening and reading as well as speaking and writing. 

“Parsi or Persian was the language of the Parsa people who ruled Iran between 550 - 330 

BCE. It belongs to what scholars call the Indo-Iranian group of languages. It became the 

language of the Persian Empire and was widely spoken in the ancient days ranging from 

the borders of India in the east, Russia in the north, the southern shores of the Persian 

Gulf to Egypt and the Mediterranean in the west.  

Over the centuries Parsi has changed to its modern form and today Persian is spoken 

primarily in Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan and parts of Uzbekistan. It was the language of 

the court of many of the Indian kings till the British banned its use, after occupying India 

in the 18 century. The Mogul kings of India had made Persian their court language. 

Engraved and filled with gold on walls of Delhi's Red Fort is the sentence "Agar Ferdows 

dar jahan ast hamin ast o hamin ast o hamin ast"; - 'If there is a paradise on earth it is 

here it is here it is here.'  

Persian Language School  

I think the Persian language school is very 

educational and I love it. Thanks to our lovely 

teachers, in less than two years, I know how to 

read and write quite well and I am fluent in 

speaking. Of course it also helps that we speak 

Persian at home for practice. I really 

recommend learning a second language 

because that’s a whole lot more people you can talk to and 

understand. My grandparents also love it, because we are the 

only grandchildren that can speak to them in their own 

language. I myself learn four languages, and believe me, once 

you know two languages, it’s really easy to learn a third and 

fourth.                                             By Kimia May Akbari, 11 years 

My mother taught me talk and I heard the first word in my life by my mum. 

Learn and keep your mother language forever. 

Parsa Harouni 7 years old  
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Twenty Canberra Dutch School students had the good fortune of skating 

alongside three time Dutch Speed skating Olympian, Carla Zijlstra, at the 

Phillip Ice Skating Rink.  The event, which was part of the Dutch School 

Cultural program, was a huge success with all children improving their 

skating under the watchful eye of the one time European and Dutch National 

Champion. 

Ms Zijlstra stood out in the crowd with her “clapskates”, (speed skates 

where the heel is not fixed and can extend) and stylish white Montreal Winter Olympics 1976 jacket.  

“I was only a young child when these Olympics were on!!” she was at pains to point out; having 

participated in the 1990, 1994 and 1998 Winter Olympics. 

Zijlstra also teaches her own children to speak Dutch and sees the event with the school as an 

opportunity for them to socialise with other Dutch speakers of their own age. 

Lisette van Rossum, the schools qualified teacher, gives lessons across Canberra and the region to 

children at their local primary schools.  “Many of the children don’t get a chance to meet other Dutch 

speakers their age so the school cultural days are a great opportunity for this” said Ms van Rossum “we 

always have a lot of fun and the parents also enjoy the get togethers.” 

In The Netherlands, children learn to skate like Australians learn 

to swim, it is a common part of every cold Winter.  When lakes, 

canals, and streams freeze over, whole towns and villages are out 

enjoying skating on the natural ice. 

Most large centres also have a 400 metre ice skating rink which is 

well patronised which is why The Netherlands has produced so 

many skating champions. 

Parents of students, many also Dutch and therefore good skaters, also helped children improve their 

technique or even just stand up on the ice.  There were Friesian skating pairs, skating trains and a lot of 

breaks taken to nibble on some Dutch liquorice.  At the end of the session the group retreated to 

Eddison Park to eat Dutch pancakes and drink hot chocolate whilst catching up with each other. 

“One minute we were in jackets skating on ice and then moments later sitting in the sun in t-shirts 

enjoying beautiful Spring weather, you couldn’t do that in The Netherlands” said Ms Van Rossum, the 

Dutch Teacher and event organiser.  

Enquiries Dieuwer Reynders dewaraindeers@yahoo.com.au or 0437 574 703. 

Canberra Dutch Students Skate with Olympian 

CIC Community School’s New Learning Approach 
The CIC Community School is adopting a new approach to language 
learning this year. Arabic handwriting has been introduced to all class levels. 
Once a student is comfortable with a particular level of Arabic handwriting 
and can write the letters quite comfortably, they are introduced to a more 
advanced level of handwriting exercises and material. Students keep all 
their work on premises and this information will be shared with the parents 
on the parent/teacher day which is held in July of every year. 

The CIC Community School decided to introduce Arabic handwriting as one of its methods to teaching 
a language. This is to engage all of the student's senses; through reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. It is believed that the improvement of one of these skills will in turn enhance the others. In 
essence, they complement one another.  

mailto:dewaraindeers@yahoo.com.au


PAGE 13 

Have you updated 
your ACT CLSA 

webpage 

Would you like to share 

your school news? 

Email your story and 

some pictures to us at 

admin@actclsa.org.au  

The Nepali Language School was re-established in 2011 by the 
Australia Nepal Friendship Society Inc. Canberra. Previously the 
school was run for about two years in 2001-2002. To restart the 
Nepali Language School, affectionately called Hamro Pathashala 
(Nepali term for ‘Our School’) by the school family, a planning 
day was organized on 3 July 2011 at Glebe Park.  

The school teaches speaking, listening, reading and writing of 
Nepali language. Nepali is a lingua franca of the South 
Asian Himalayan Country Nepal and is also spoken in parts of India, Bhutan and Myanmar. This 
language belongs to the Indo-Aryan branch of Indo-European language family. Modern Nepali is 
written in Devanagari script, as are Hindi and Sanskrit, and derives from Sanskrit. 

The classes also cover Nepali cultures. The students of Nepali school performed single as well as 
group songs and dances at the 2011 Dashain celebration party, the 2011 ACT Community Language 
Schools Day, and the 2012 Multicultural Festival. 

For information on classes please contact Binod Nepal at binod.nepala@gmail.com   

Nepali Language School – Hamro Pathashala - Canberra  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn the alphabet and numbers. We also learn to read words 
and Nepali books. Sometimes we watch movies (cartoons) and 
also learn different songs and dances. We have to speak Nepali 
when we walk into the room and we get lots of help to learn. We 
also make new friends in the class and enjoy playing with others 

 WHAT WE LEARN 

       FUN ACTIVITIES 
 We get to do lots of fun activities with the Nepali School. One 

of the activities we went on was a picnic to Floriade in 2011.We 
had lots of fun playing games with others and earning lots of 
prizes. The best place we went to was camp in Merimbula. We 
had a barbeque and participated in lots of fun activities like 
swimming and beach volleyball. 

Hamro Pathshala 
   - by Kaavya Bhattarai, 9 yrs old 

WE HAVE LOTS OF FUN IN 
HAMRO PATHSHALA 

 WHAT IS HAMRO 
PATHSHALA In Nepali “Hamro Pathshala” means “our School” When we go to 

Hamro Pathshala, we all feel like it is our special school where we 
learn about our language and our culture. 
 

mailto:binod%20nepal%20[binod.nepala@gmail.com]


CIC Community Language School  

2012 Dates to Remember 
 

Saturday 25 August  

Annual Dinner  

University House ANU 

 

Saturday 27 October 

Community Language Schools  Day 

St John’s Church,  

Constitution Avenue Reid 
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Family Camp 
 
See back page for photo 
from Scandinavian  
X-mas Bazaar 2011  

Scandinavian 
School in Canberra, 
Swedish Section  

Level 2 Quran class  Morning Assembly 

Canberra Hindi School in association with the Narrabundah 
College organised a cultural function to celebrate Hindi 
Language Day at the Vishnu Shiva Mandir, Mawson Drive, 
Mawson, on 25 September 2011.  

Hindi was adopted as the National Language by the Constitution 
of India on 14th September 1949. So, it is celebrated every year 
on the same date as Hindi-Divas. The program demonstrated the 
affection and enthusiasm for Hindi language in the Australia’s 
capital.  

The function commenced with a beautiful rendering of a Hindi song by the students of Canberra Hindi 
School. Santosh Gupta, Canberra Hindi School, addressed the gathering which included a 
presentation on the efforts to include Hindi in Australian school curriculum. Hindi is taught at 
Narrabundah College, Canberra. An audio visual presentation prepared by the students of 
Narrabundah College was presented which included a story by Munshi Premchand and recital of an 
extract from Tagore’s Geetanjali. 

The program included Hindi poetry reading by a number of local poets. Shri Niranjan Aggarwal, Shri 
Rama Sharma, Shrimati Sarika Bhatia and Shri Kishor Nangrani read patriotic and humorous poems. 
Shri Tarun Augasti entertained the audience with a film song.   

Shreya Bhat mesmerised the audience with her rendering of Indian national song, Vande Matram. 
Yash Augasti played a song on keyboard and Setu Gupta recited a poem. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed participating in a Hindi tongue twister competition. Manish Raj, Hindi Samaj of Canberra, 
thanked the participants and the audience. Kishor Nangrani conducted the program.  

Canberra Hindi School Celebrated Hindi Language Day 
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