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Our Community Language Schools are testimony to the 
value so many people in our community place to the gift 
of languages and cultural diversity.  The gift of 
languages is of immense value, not only to the students, 
but also to our multicultural society and Canberra future 
prosperity, both socially and economically. 

Perhaps most importantly the gift of languages brings with it greater 
understanding and harmony in our world.  Students of languages gain a deeper 
understanding of the world around them: an understanding of other peoples and 
their way of thinking; an understanding of commonalities and differences, and of 
global connections and patterns across our world. 

Learning language also benefits the capacity of students to learn right across 
the spectrum.  Extending our critical thinking skills can only benefit our capacity 
to explore the sciences, the arts and other areas of learning and exploration of 
other societies and cultures. 

Of course, in this global economy, languages are good for business trade and 
cultural and social exchanges across communities, countries and nations.  Quite 
frankly, students with the gift of languages are more valuable in a world where 
exports and imports travel and our valued international student education 
industry are increasingly an every day part of our life. 

In addition, the study of other languages adds to our capacity to discover who 
we are, where we belong and what we might become.  Indeed, our common 
future will depend on the degree to which we all become better world citizens, 
creating unity within diversity. 

I sincerely thank the teachers, school communities, families and our wonderful 
ethnic communities for supporting students in developing their gift of languages.  
Students can be proud of their gift of languages, and all that it will bring them 
and our world in the years to come. 

Javad Farrokh Mehr 

Presidents Message 

July 2011 

Javad Farrokh Mehr, President 

Many Languages — One Voice 
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In late 1991 a group of ethnic schools teachers and administrators met to discuss 
the future of ethnic schools in the ACT.  At the time there was an ACT Ethnic School 
Teachers Society but it had very few members and not much activity.  In 1992 it was decided to form 
the ACT Ethnic Schools Association and change the membership criteria to be based on the school 
entity.  The following schools were among the founding members:   Polish (Mr Sel-Sekaski), Swedish 
(Mr Heinrich Stefanik), Italian (Ms Myriam Bonazzi), Ukranian (Ms Lydia Theodorowich),  and Chinese 
(Mr Peter Pan).  Mr Heinrich Stefanik was elected the first President.  Ms Myriam Bonazzi was the 
Secretary.   Mr Sel-Sekaski was the Treasurer.  Unfortunately Mr Sel-Sekaski passed away in 1993 due to 
illness.  Mr Peter Pan (E.A.A.S. Chinese) took over as Treasurer in 1994.  The Association started to 
recruit member schools and adopted the slogan:  “Many Languages, One Voice!”.  In 1994 membership 
reached a total of 26 member schools. 

In 1994 Mr Bill Wood was the Education Minister for the ACT.  He gave the Ethnic School Association a 
grant of $10,000 to organise the first Ethnic Schools Day.  It was held on the 15 October 1994 at the ACT 
Assembly Building.  A total of 20 schools participated with Chief Minister, Rosemary Follett, opening 
the day.  This event later become an annual event and has done much to promote the Association. The 
first Ethnic Schools Dinner was held on the Saturday 22 July 1995 at the Slovenian Club. 

In 1997 Mr Peter Pan (EAAS Chinese School) became the new President.  The Association was 
incorporated on 30 May 2007 in preparation to sign a contract with the ACT Education Department to 
out-source the distribution of the Community Language Program Grant to the ACTESA.  An 
administration position was transferred from the Education Department to the ACTESA and the 
Association rented office premise at the old Griffin Centre where Ms Therese Dupe became the first 
administration officer for the ACTESA. 

In 2002 Mr Joseph Yoon (Korean School) was elected as President.  Ms Ameliana Afeaki (Tongan 
School) was elected President at the AGM held on 1 May 2007.  In 2008 Mr Javad Mehr (Persian School) 
was elected President. 

In 2011 at the annual general meeting, members passed motion to change the name of the Association 
to the ACT Community Language Schools Incorporated (CLSA) to reflect the current trend and 
environment in Australia.   The new name was registered and become official on 13 May 2011. 

The Association currently has a total of 39 (37 financial )member schools. 

A Brief History of the ACT Ethnic 

Schools Association   

Our new association logo (shown on the left) was designed by 
Svetlana Goncharenko, a member of the Russian school 
community, many thanks to all who submitted designs. 

The Association is pleased to announce 

our new name “ACT Community Language 

Schools Association (ACT CLSA)” has 

been accepted.  With this change comes 

an opportunity to revitalise our image, 

keep an eye on the new website 

(www.actclsa.org.au) for the changes as 

they occur. 



On behalf of the ACT Government I would like to acknowledge the 

wonderful work of the ACT Ethnic Schools Association in promoting understanding, 

diversity and mutual respect within our community. 

Canberra is a vibrant multicultural community with dozens of diverse groups form 

different linguistic and cultural backgrounds.  It is important that these groups have 

every opportunity to retain their language and culture and for those skills to be 

passed to the next generation of Canberrans. 

Statistics from the 2006 Census indicated that approximately 170 languages are 

spoken in the ACT region.  Community language schools play a vital role in 

assisting members of multicultural community groups to maintain their cultural 

identity, language and heritage. 

Approximately 14 per cent of the ACT population speaks a language  other than 

English and around 2 per cent of the population does not speak English well, or at 

all. 

The ACT Government is strongly committed to providing opportunities through 

initiatives such as the community language grants program, which aims to assist 

community language organisations by funding projects that facilitate the learning of 

languages other than English. 

People with the ability to speak more than one language are an asset to the ACT 

community.  The acquisition of languages provides the opportunity for the 

maintenance of cultural understanding and identity.  The ACT Government 

recognises that social and economic opportunities are also broadened for 

individuals who speak more than one language. 

The ACT Multicultural Strategy 2010-2013 commits the ACT Government to 

develop and implement a whole-of-government language policy by 2012.  A draft 

discussion paper was released to the public in 2010 and it was most pleasing that 

the ACT Ethnic Schools Association engaged with us in the drafting of the 

discussion paper on this policy.  We hope to maintain that engagement as we focus 

on finalising an ACT Languages Policy. 

Finally, I would like to formally acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 

teachers, students, parents, volunteers and all involved in the ACT Ethnic Schools 

Association.  I wish you all an enjoyable and rewarding year. 

Minister for Multicultural Affairs   

            Ms Joy Burch 
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Tongan Language School 

We were particularly pleased to learn last year that the Ethnic Schools Association 
memberships had increased to 39 Schools and that the number of students had 
grown to 1600 students. It is a terrific effort to see the association expand and 
continue it’s good work in the community.  

As Canberra Liberals, we both have a personal understanding of the need to 
consider all facets of languages in the ACT and that includes language education. 

Both coming from migrant backgrounds, we also realise the benefits of bilingualism 
and the value and diversity it brings to the broader ACT community. It is important 
children still have that connection with their heritage and clearly language is the 
most significant part of that connection. 

The Canberra Liberals commend the work undertaken by the various ACT Ethnic 
Schools committees, schools, and students as well as the 250 principals and 
teachers of the ACT Community Language Schools Association in promoting the 
education of languages in our city and their dedication to the preservation of 
linguistic and cultural diversity. 

The future of our city is our youth. But if we want the very best of futures for 
them,  we must provide the very best of educational opportunities. We need to 
ensure that government policies reflect quality education through choice of 
schooling options, through access to quality professional development programs for 
our teachers and multi-faceted pathways to future employment. 

Language programs are vitally important for helping multicultural community groups 
maintain their cultural identity and heritage among younger members of their 
community. The current reality is that within tight economic constraints, many 
community groups are denied funding for their much needed youth programs. That 
needs to be addressed. 

 It is through the commitment and passion of associations such as yours that 
schools, teachers and students will continue to enhance the social, cultural and 
academic knowledge bank of Canberra into its second century. 

We reiterate the message from last year and the association continues to have our 
attention and support. 
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Zed Seselja, Leader of the Opposition and Steve 
Doszpot, Shadow Minister for Education and 

Multicultural Affairs. 

Photo: Fuxin Li Photo: Fuxin Li 

Macedonian Language School ‘St Kliment of Ohrid’ 
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I would like to thank the ACT Ethnic Schools Association for giving me this 
opportunity, once again, to write an article in their yearly magazine. 

In my previous article, I mentioned the importance of literacy in the mother 
language, by second, third and subsequent generations of migrants, particularly 
from non- English speaking background.   I also talked briefly of the significant 
cultural, social and economic benefits that arise from the diversity of our population, not only to the 
individuals, but also to the society as a whole. 

It’s in this regard that I was delighted, earlier this year, when the Federal Government reaffirmed 
its commitment to the new, The People of Australia: Australia’s Multicultural Policy. The 
implications of this policy, in relation to advancing initiatives such as yours, are very positive. 

We all know that society tends to attach social values to different cultures and languages, and that 
an individual’s sense of self worth can be negatively or positively affected by the value attached to 
the group they belong to. It is pleasing therefore that the People of Australia: Australia’s 
Multicultural Policy recognises that, collectively, Australians speak over 200 languages and 
advocates for respect and equality as the starting point of social engagement. 

This development is of particular importance to the ACT given that we have the fourth highest 
proportion of individuals born overseas behind WA, VIC and NSW (Face the Facts: 2005, P21). 
This policy commits to fairness, equality and the inclusion of all people through the recognition of 
people’s right to practice their culture and speak their language. 

For the last three years I have been privileged to have four staff members with at least ten 
languages spoken between them. However, unfortunately, only this month, after one of my staff, 
who speaks five languages left, this has now come down to five! 

Once again I acknowledge the great work that the ACTESA continues to do, and the positive 
contribution this makes to the ACT community. I wish you all the best in all your undertakings this 
year and into the future. 

Mary Porter AM MLA 

Photo: Fuxin Li 

We need to, as a nation, realize that we are a group of different cultures each having 
a unique place in the family we call Australia.  Families disintegrate when they can’t 
understand each other.  This is because they either don’t listen or don’t 
understand.  Both of these can only come about because people don’t want to listen 
or can’t listen.  The usual causes of this cultural deafness is racism and the other is 
language difficulties.  We can  work on the first but we can cure the second. 

The way to a person’s heart is through the eyes and ears.  This is the fundamental tenet of 
schooling. The way to embrace cultures is to ―educate‖ everyone.  The way to ―preserve cultures‖ 
is not to put the cultures in museums but to breathe life into them and savour them.    

The Ethnic Schools Association is in Canberra to make sure that we value and savour our different 
cultures, to preserve the mother tongues, to show how beautiful our cultures are. 

Without the Ethnic Schools Association, the commitment from teachers, administrators, parents 
and students, we are nothing.  We are just a reflection of a yesterday we may want to forget. We 
look to tomorrow and the lens we look through is the Ethnic Schools Association.   

 I am indebted to the ESA for its service to date and its service tomorrow, for without it, we are a 
diminished society.  
Thank you all. 

John Hargreaves MLA 
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As a literacy educator, and a mother of a child who has grown up in 
Australia learning two languages, I would like to stress the important role 
our ethnic schools play. 

Ethnic schools help our children maintain their heritage language. Mother 
tongue maintenance is really beneficial for their English literacy learning. 
We know many successful stories of the children who have excelled in 
learning several languages. By contrast, we do not know a single story 
where not maintaining a child’s mother tongue helped him or her achieve 
better results in English. To date, there is no research showing negative 
influence of the child’s mother tongue on their learning of English. In fact, 
children who are learning to read and write in their heritage language tend 
to do better in their English language and literacy learning. This is not to 
say that we should not expect mainstream schools to provide effective 
English language teaching for our children. However, this is to emphasise 
that supporting children becoming literate in their mother tongue would only enhance their 
literacy skills, as well as future study and employment opportunities. 

In addition to being a foundation for our children’s literacy learning in English, maintaining the 
child’s mother tongue is a significant factor in keeping family communication going smoothly, 
and is usually a great source of satisfaction for all family members. We know how important 
harmony in family life is for our children’s emotional and physical well being.  

 Attending an ethnic school helps our children grow up confident in and proud of their cultural 
background, and helps them stay connected to their parents’ and grandparents’ culture. It is 
in the ethnic school that children develop an understanding of where they come from. The 
school helps the child develop their heritage language so they could keep in touch with 
extended family and friends, and travel to the countries of their ancestors. We know that our 
children want to be accepted in the English mainstream school and its playground. A critical 
role of the ethnic school is that it provides an opportunity for our children to be also accepted 
as valuable members of the heritage cultural community. This sense of belonging to both 
cultural groups is very important for our children developing a balanced bilingual and bi-
cultural identity, being confident, happy and healthy growing up in Australia. 

A Message to the ACT Community 

Language Schools Community    
Dr Marina Houston  
Faculty of Education, University of Canberra 

Dr Marina Houston 
speaks at the ACT 
Community 
Language Schools 
Open Day 2010 

2011 Annual General Meeting 

Kanti Jinna congratulates the association on the 
production of an informative Annual Report The association members vote 



On Friday 18 February 2011 ACT CLSA President Javad Mehr 
and Treasurer Peter Pan together with Community 

Languages Australia Executive Director Stefan Romaniw met 

with ACT Director of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) Nic Manikis 
and members of his staff to commence negotiations for 

2011-12 funding agreement. 

The Department of Education and OMA have agreed on one 
agency leading the discussion on this matter.  A range of 

issues including the role of the administrative officer, 

funding models, accreditation processes and funding 
guidelines were discussed.  Participants agreed to work 

through a range of issues endeavouring to structure a 
mutually acceptable agreement.  CLA Executive Director 

agreed to work with the OMA and ACT CLSA to develop a 

proposal.   Stefan Romaniw attended the ACT CLSA 
executive meeting to present a range of options on March 9 

2001.   

This draft has been studied by executive committee and 
now it has been approved we will move to continue the 

negations with the ACT Director of Multicultural Affairs. 

Meeting with ACT Government 
to arrange the new agreement 

Community Languages Australia 
Council Meeting 

The Australian Federation of Ethnic Schools 
Association (AFESA) council continues to hold 

regular meetings, which is important as it gives 
the opportunity for Association representatives 

to plan together and share experiences.  It also 

allows for the learning from each other as to 
how to deal with particular situations.  In these 

meeting the President ACT Community 
Language Schools Association give a written 

and oral report to the all representative who 
attend in the meeting.  

President Javad Mehr and Committee Member Matelita 
Koloi distribute 2010 funding.                 Photo: Fuxin Li 
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Don’t miss the next 

Annual Dinner 

 September 3 2011 

at University House 

Annual Dinner 2010 

Drawing of the fundraising raffle 

Committee and special guests (L-R) —  Nic Manikis (OMATISA) , 
Javad Mehr, Trish Wilks (DET), John Hargreaves (MLA), Dr Elke 
Stracke , Thangarajah Vadivelu, Santosh Gupta, Joy Burch (Minister 
for Multicultural Affairs) and Tasso Douvartzides (Chairman, AFESA)  

Tasso Douvartzides (Chairman, AFESA)  

Event MCs Maria Frketic &  
Adrian Arulanandam 

Another well attended Annual Dinner 

Steve Doszpot, Shadow Minister 
for Multicultural Affairs John Hargreaves entertains 

Annual Dinner Photos: by Fuxin Li 

“We are the World” performed 
by Sallie, Ashlea & Becky  
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Two day workshop project on human rights 
and discrimination “Being Me: knowing You”  

Facilitated by Dr. Teresa De Fazio 

By request of the ACT Ethnic Schools Association, the 
Community Language Australia and the Australian Human Rights 
Commission have launched a two day workshop in Canberra. 
This workshop was on 26 and 27 November 2010 at Multicultural 
building and 36 teachers were attending in this workshop. 

The project has involved the development of educational  
resources as a curriculum package for use with 11-15 years old 
students covering 

aspects of human rights particularly discrimination.   
The project objectives were included increase 
understanding and knowledge of human right in 
students attending community language schools.  
Reaching and raising awareness of human rights in the 
families of students and their communities.  To produce 
quality learning and teaching resources for community 
language schools to promote human rights and that has 
the potential to transfer to other community language 
school languages and other LOTE settings. 

Teachers consider stereotypes that 
can lead to discrimination 

Dr. Teresa 
De Fazio 
leads 
teacher 
discussions 
during the 
workshop 

Teachers receiving certificates at the completion of 
the Being Me: Knowing You workshop 

The role of the committee is an important one and without their tireless efforts the 

ACT Community Language  Schools Association would not be able to adequately 

support the schools.  The committee is responsible for securing funding and 

promoting the needs of our schools.  It also gives us the opportunity to celebrate 

the uniqueness of ethnic schools through both the Annual Dinner and Languages Day. 

From left to right: Javad Mehr, Raewyn Bastion, Loan Pham, Santosh Gupta, Peter Pan, Maria Frketic, 
Thangarajah Vadivelu, Matelita Koloi, Fuxin Li.   Missing from photo Lyn Ning                                                   
Photo: Fuxin Li 
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Community 

Language 

Schools Day 

23 October 

2010 

A wonderful 

way to 

showcase our 

amazing 

students and 

teachers 

We have celebrated the ACT Community 
Language Schools Day providing  member schools 
with the opportunity to share their experiences 
and achievements with each other and the wider 
community.  
  
The Schools have made a significant and ongoing 
contribution to multiculturalism in Canberra by 
nurturing the many different languages (mother 
tongues) spoken in the community, and in so 
doing maintained our diverse cultural heritage. 

ACT Community Language Schools Day Photos: Ashleigh Dillon 



The Greek Language School was established in 1957 to fulfill the need for continuation 
and passing down to the next generations the Greek language, the Orthodox Christian 
faith and Greek culture and history. The school operates in the classrooms of the 
community hall of St. Nicholas’ Greek Orthodox Church and Community. The school’s 
mission statement of ―Learning, Appreciating, Respecting‖ describes the relationship of 
school and community that exists within a caring and warm association of students, staff, 
parents and community. 

Greek can be described as an international language as a vast number of words used in 
the science and medical world originate from the Greek language and have survived 
centuries of modernization and evolution of spoken and written language. We feel blessed 
to have the privilege to pass to our younger generations the richness and significance of 
their forefathers language. 

The school runs different classes on three separate days of 
the week and our students range from Kindergarten to High 
School level. The key learning areas include listening and 
reading comprehension as well as speaking and writing 
skills. Special programs and events include the opportunity 
to perform at occasions such as National Days and a 
traditional Christmas Carols event at the end of the school 
year. Students also have the opportunity to learn Byzantine 
chant from St. Nicholas Church Choirmaster.  

Whenever possible the school has guest speakers and once a year the senior students go 
on an excursion with some emphasis on the Greek language and/or culture and/or history. 
Such excursions included the National Museum of Australia during the ―Selling an 
American Dream: Australia's Greek Café‖ exhibit (2008), the National Portrait Gallery 
during the ―Headspace 9: Self Identities - Making Connections‖ exhibition of 2009. In 2010 
we visited the Museum of Australian Democracy at the Old Parliament House particularly 
for its emphasis on Greece as the birth place of Democracy. All these excursions were 
part of the students learning journey and included the completion of a questionnaire and 
further reflection on these exhibits in ongoing school projects. 

St. Nicholas Greek Language School 
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ACT Community Language Schools Day 2010 
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We’re all very excited that we’ve started Dutch lessons for 
children ages 2-12 year old. Whether they want to keep up their 
Dutch according to the Dutch school curriculum or just learn a bit 
about the basics. For whatever the reason, it is a fun experience 
to learn and practice the Dutch language. Canberra Dutch School 
have started Dutch lessons on Tuesdays and Wednesdays during 
ACT school terms in and around Canberra. 
We also get together once a term for a Dutch “get together”. It’s 
great to see all the children play together and the parents get to 
practice their Dutch again too! 

If you would like to find out more about the lessons, please contact Canberra Dutch School 
Principal Lisette van Rossum   setrossum@hotmail.com                                                   

Dutch for kids 

Filipino Language Program  

also been immersed in our class routines of 
greetings, goodbyes and small talk. Games and 
songs have been regularly employed for more 
engaging teaching and learning experiences. We 
will soon start learning another traditional dance 
which will be part of the class’s traditional dance 
repertoire. We will also have a cooking session 
each term – yum (masarap)! 

The Learning Filipino Together (LFT) group looks 
forward to the rest of this year with great 
enthusiasm and optimism. We will endeavour to 
promote our program and our learning through 
public performances during community events in 
Canberra whilst we have fun engaging in the 
Filipino language. 

The LFT group also plans to open another Filipino 
class on the Southside in the near future. 

For interested families, our contact details are: 

Mobile: 0450263468 

Email : canberra.filipino@gmail.com  

Website: canberra-filipino.weebly.com  

The Filipino language class is off to an exciting, 
activities-galore start again this year. The 
program commenced last October when eleven 
students kicked-off with their learning of Filipino 
language and culture in a flurry of public 
presentations. During that short span of time, our 
students learnt and perfected a number of 
Filipino songs and a traditional dance - no mean 
feat for a brand new class! With the ardent 
support of their families, the students were able 
to showcase delightful performances at the 
annual ACT Ethnic Schools Languages Day and 
also during the “Christmas in Canberra” 
celebration at the Philippine Embassy. 

The Filipino language school runs every Saturday, 
11.00-12.30 at the Palmerston Community 
Centre. Our program aims to teach the Filipino 
language and culture to children of full or part 
Filipino heritage. Our teacher conscientiously 
plans eclectic classroom strategies and activities 
to promote effective learning amongst the multi-
age group of students in class. 

This year, the class will explore basic themes 
related to their everyday life. We have started 
with the topic of ‘Family’ and the children have 
been learning the vocabulary for family members 
and their common activities. The children have 

 

mailto:setrossum@hotmail.com
mailto:canberra.filipino@gmail.com
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In 2010 our enrolments went up to 150 students and the numbers are staying high again 
this year. The highlights of the past year were many, but the three that stand out were the 
excursion to Wollongong, the Ramadhan breaking-fast (Iftar) party and the participation at 
the Ethnic Schools Open Day. 

Excursion to Wollongong 

Early in May 2010, 65 students, teachers and parents went to Wollongong by hired coach 
to visit the Wollongong Science Centre and Planetarium followed by the highlight of the trip 
– visiting with the local Arabic and Islamic religious school. 

The Science Centre put on a show at the Planetarium just for us and then everyone had a 
wander around all the exhibits before heading off to meet our hosts at Towradji Park. 

Our hosts, Omar Mosque Islamic school students, families and teachers, including the 
Imam of the mosque and the President of the Muslim Women’s Association were waiting for 
us at the Towradji Park Hall – they gave us the warmest of welcomes with Arab coffee and 
dates! 

We got to practice the Arabic we are learning through a Quran recitation competition 
between Wollongong and Canberra! All competitors from both sides were brilliant! This was 
followed by a scrumptious lunch of chicken and Arabic rice, fish and chips and salads. Then 
there were races and games for children and adults alike – egg-and-spoon, sack, three-
legged, and of-course the race to the ice-cream truck when it came by! 

It was really sad when we had to bid good-bye to our wonderful hosts – we had had a great 
day out and made great friends! 

Ramadhan Iftar (breaking of the fast) Party 

During the month of Ramadhan, Muslims fast from dawn to dusk, everyday for a month – 
this happened in August-September last year. Many of the older students and even some of 
the younger ones had been coming to Sunday classes while keeping the fast – this was no 
mean feat for the children – nothing to eat or drink during daylight hours! There were no 
complaints of hunger or grouchiness from anyone! 

To mark the month of Ramadhan as a school community, we had an Iftar party. Parents 
and volunteers put together a lovely dinner while students put on display some of the good 
work done during term - songs, a powerpoint presentation and short talks. 

The school community were joined by others at dinner and the prayers that followed. 

Overall, it was a very heart-warming event – thanks to everyone who contributed in any way 
at all! 

ACT Ethnic Schools Languages Open Day 

The high-light of our Languages Open Day participation was the five short skits performed 
by some of our talented students. The skits were an original idea by one of our young 
teachers – she wrote and directed it. The theme was Universal Values – included were 
honesty, fairness & justice, love for your mother, sharing & caring, and caring for 
neighbours.  

With the strong and confident voice of our 9-year old narrator, brilliant acting by the 
students, and the dedication from parents and teachers, I believe it was a well-delivered 
play – with some excellent messages for the ACTESA community! Thank you to ACTESA 
for giving us the platform to showcase our young talents. 

We are off to a good start in 2011, Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah) and are looking for to a 
fruitful year ahead with Allah’s help and guidance. For information about the Canberra 
Islamic School, please visit our website, www.canberraislamicschool.com and contact us by 
email at canberraislamicschool@gmail.com.  

Canberra Islamic School 

http://www.canberraislamicschool.com
mailto:canberraislamicschool@gmail.com
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Canberra Islamic Centre (CIC) Community 
School offers a variety of classes for 
students between the ages of 5 and 15. The 
classes are held on Sundays from 11am to 
1pm as well as weeknights on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  CIC is located on 
221 Clive Steele Avenue in Monash, ACT. 
Adult classes are also available at the 
premises.  Further information can be 
obtained from the website:  
http://www.cic-anil.org.au/education. 

A typical Sunday morning at CIC starts with the morning assembly, where the students 
recite verses of the Holy Quran and then listen to a few words of wisdom from Imam Konda 
about their rich Islamic heritage.  A striking aspect of the assembly is the amazing ethnic 
and cultural diversity of children who attend the Sunday school classes. The children 
originate from a multitude of countries, including Australia, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, 
Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Indonesia, Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, Libya and Egypt to 
name a few. The children gather in the school as a community of many races and cultures 
to get to know one another and share in the spirit of Islamic diversity. 

After the assembly, students attend their classes, which are divided into three levels that 
run over two periods (Quranic Studies and Islamic Education). The classes begin with a 
revision of the previous lesson and homework.  This is followed by the study of the short 
chapters of the Quran, including their meanings, and reading and writing basic Arabic 
words and sentences. 

Students then enjoy a short recess break, where they go out to play together for about 20 
minutes. The bell rings to summon the students to their second class of the day, Islamic 
Education, which is where they learn the basics and necessities of their faith and practice, 
including basic prayers and moral values, which emphasise the importance of good 
character. Course material is covered through interactive and stimulating means including 
quizzes, games and other activities. 

At the end of the second class, the students perform the ablution (wudu) prior to 
congregating for the noon prayer.  Before leading the prayers Imam Konda delivers a brief 
talk, often related to topics relevant to kids and youth, enhancing the students’ Islamic 
knowledge and providing moral lessons as well as highlighting Islamic values. Parents 
often join with their sons and daughters in prayer. 

Before they know it, it is time to go home.  However, in their minds they are already 
planning for the week ahead, sharing their newly acquired knowledge with parents, 
completing homework plus the joys of catching up with friends again next Sunday.  Most 
students will be back several times during the week to attend the Quran classes on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday to learn the finer points of proper pronunciation and 
recitation.  But nothing beats the Sunday classes. 

Last year, as part of the Quran and Arabic class for one of the levels, students were taught 
to sing a few verses of the famous Qasidat al-Burda, written by Al Buairi more than 750 
years ago. The students learned to sing these verses as sung by the famous singer-
songwriter Sami Yusuf and this was an enjoyable way to learn the language and important 
aspects of Islamic culture. 

CIC Community School  

 

http://www.cic-anil.org.au/education


Communication 

advantages 

Bilingualism enables the child to communicate with 

all members of the close and extended family as 

well as with friends. This helps developing a good 

family cohesion and building relationships. 

Bilingualism allows greater flexibility to choose a 

place to live and work 

Cultural 

advantages 

As language is part of culture, Bilingualism develops 

a broader cultural understanding and multicultural 

sensitivity, greater tolerance and social harmony. 

Cognitive 

advantages 

Research shows that learning and use of more than 

one language: 

enhances problem solving and analytical skills, 

allows better formation of concepts, 

increases visual-social abilities, 

furthers logical reasoning, 

supports cognitive flexibility. 

 Personal 

advantages 

Bilingualism also helps to: 

stimulate creativity, 

raise self-esteem, 

increase flexibility and adaptability, 

enhance interpersonal and social skills, 

develop greater social sensitivity. 

Curriculum 

advantages 

The understanding and development of concepts in 

more than one language allows the transfer of 

academic skills across the languages.  

Bilingualism facilitates collaborative and cooperative 

learning within a language-diverse environment. 

Languages can be chosen as subject at school or 

university. 

Benefits of Bilingualism   Supplied by Italian Language School 

Italian Language School 

Samoan Language School Persian Language School 

Chennai Tamil School 

ANZ Maori Culture School 
of Dreams 



2011 Dates to Remember 
Annual Dinner —  Saturday 3 September  

Languages/Open Day —   Saturday 29 October 
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Have you updated 
your ACT CLSA 

webpage 

Objectives of the Association 

The ACT Community Language Schools Association (ACTCLSA) is a non-profit organisation, 
providing a forum where Community Language  Schools can come together to share 
experiences and information. 

Our main objectives are: 

To promote understanding and mutual respect among Ethnic Communities 

To promote the teaching of languages, history and culture of ethnic communities 

To co-ordinate and promote inter-ethnic school social and cultural activities 

To promote the concept of multicultural education and provide language programmes for all 
students with in the ACT 
 

General Information on Schools 

The ACT CLSA is the umbrella body for around 40 member Ethnic Schools in the ACT which 
provide out of hours language classes known as Community Language Classes for all school 
aged children interested in learning languages often not provided in main stream schooling. 

Languages offered include: Arabic, Bangla, Cantonese, Chinese (Mandarin), Croatian, Dutch, 
Filipino, Finnish, Greek, German, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Karen, Khmer, Korean, 
Macedonian, Maori, Mon, Japanese, Persian, Polish, Punjabi, Russian, Samoan, Sinhalese, 
Spanish, Swedish, Tamil, Tongan and Vietnamese. 

Learning Filipino Together 

Would you like to share 

your school news? 

Email your story and 

some pictures to us at 

actesa@iinet.net.au  

Croatian Ethnic School 

Professional Development 
Tuesday 30 
August 

Department of Education – Professional 
Development for ACTCLSA 

Monday 26 
September 

ACTCLSA  

Monday 24 
October  

ACTCLSA  

Tuesday 22 
November  

Department of Education – Professional 
Development for ACTCLSA 



School Language Contact Person Email Address 

ACT Cambodian Language School Khmer Darin Men Darin.men@gmail.com 

ACT German Language School German Ron Hackney ron.hackney@gmail.com  

Ailsa Saturday School Indonesian Ken Griffiths admin@ailsa.org.au 

ANZ Maori Culture School of Dreams Maori Isaac Cotter ihaka.c@tpg.com.au 

Australian School of Contemporary Chinese Chinese Fuxin Li fuxinli@trilong.com.au 

Bangla Language & Cultural School Bangla Zillur Rahman Zillur.rahman@optusnet.com.au 

Canberra Dutch School Dutch Jeroen Splinter jeroensplinter@gmail.com 

Canberra Finnish School Finnish Hanna-Mari Latham canberrrask@hotmail.com 

Canberra Hebrew School Hebrew Sarah Weissman actadmin@actjewish.org.au 

Canberra Hindi School Hindi Santosh Gupta alkaskg@hotmail.com 

Canberra Islamic School Arabic Sumaiya Quasim canberraislamicschool@gmail.com 

Canberra Japanese Supplementary School Japanese Chihiro Hunter hunter.pj.09@gmail.com  

Canberra Khalsa Punjabi School Pubjabi Bal Nahl baljit1975@gmail.com 

Canberra Korean School Korean Jacob H.Chong hjchong@kukje.com.au 

Canberra School of Sri Lankan Language & 
Dance 

Sinhalese Mrs Vijitha Lokusooriya don.lokusooriya@gmail.com 

Canberra Tamil School Tamil Dr Jeya Jeyasingham  jkjeyasingham@yahoo.com.au 

Canberra Vietnamese School Vietnamese Loan Pham Loan.pham@dva.gov.au 

Chennai Tamil School Tamil Dr P. Muthaih pal_muthiah@yahoo.com.au 

CIC Community School Arabic Amber Ali amber_r_ali@hotmail.com 

Croatian Ethnic School Croatian Marija Frketic mfrketic@hotmail.com 

EAAS Chinese School Chinese Peter Pan peterp@pcug.org.au 

FCCCI Chinese School Chinese Lyn Ning lyn.ning@anu.edu.au; 

Grace Chinese School Chinese Wendy Yu wendy_yu@tpg.com.au 

Italian Language School Italian Giuliana Komnacki giuliana1@iprimus.com.au 

Kaw Lah School Karen Ester Kyaw Ester.Kyaw@fahcsia.gov.au 

Learning Filipino Together Filipino Diwani Velasquez canberra.filipino@gmail.com  

Macedonian School St Kliment Ohrid Macedonian Biljana Petrova biljanapd@yahoo.com.au 

Middle East School Arabic Mohamed Hammoud Mohamad.hammoud@ed.act.edu.au 

Mon Language & Cultural School Mon Cheam Ama.inc@bigpond.com 

Persian Language School Persian Javad Mehr javadmehr@hotmail.com 

Polish Language School Polish Eva Roslan polishschoolcanberra@gmail.com 

Samoan Language School Samoa Elena Sione elena.sione@act.gov.au 

Scandinavian School in Canberra Swedish Sofie Fogden Sofie.fogden@act.gov.au 

Sinhala Language School in Canberra Sinhalese Jayantha Kottege jay.kottege@apvma.gov.au 

St John the Baptist Russian School Russian Elena Bozhko-Marshall mg.marshall@optusnet.com.au 

St. Nicholas Greek Language School Greek Cassandra Inkley greekcom.act@bigpond.com 

Te Rere O Te Tarakakao Maori Juanita Tooni Juanita.brown@defence.gov.au 

Tongan Language School Tonga Matelita Koloi Matelita.koloi@ed.act.edu.au 

Vicente Aleixandre Spanish School  Spanish Marisa Maganto marisamaganto@grapevine.com.au 
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